ROCOG

ROCHESTER-OLMSTED COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS

Minutes of the regular meeting of the Rochester-Olmsted Council of Governments held at 12:00
p.m. on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, in Conference Room 186 located at 2122 Campus Drive S.E.,
Rochester, MN 55904.

Members Present:

Ms. Diana Connelly, (Chair) Townships
Mr. Brian Mueller, County Commissioner
Ms. Kim Norton, City of Rochester

Mr. Nick Miller, Rochester City Council
Mr. Patrick Keane, Rochester City Council
Mr. Al Roder, Small Cities

Mr. Bill Schimmel, Small Cities

Mr. Dave Iseminger, Small Cities

Mr. Mark Benscoter, Community
Representative

e Mr. Todd Morrow, Rochester ISD #535

ill, Division Administrator
Goslee, Principal Planner
Wayne, MnDOT

Members Absent:

Mr. Randy Reimer, Community Re
Mr. Andy Friederichs, Rochester Ci
Mr. Shaun Palme
Ms. Michelle
Commissig

Others Present via Microsoft Teams:
e Mr. Sam Budzyna, Public Works-Traffic

motion. The motion ca

INFORMATIONAL ITEMS:

Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2050 — Chapters 4 and 5
« Allison Sosa introduced Chapters 4 and 5 of the 2050 Metropolitan Transportation
Plan, noting that these chapters are shorter than previous ones and focus on the
current transportation system and its performance.
« Allison mentioned that chapters 4 and 5 were sent out to attendees about two weeks
ago, giving them time to review the documents before the meeting.
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« Allison indicated that the presentation would provide a high-level review of chapters 4
and 5, with detailed information to be presented by Jarrett Hubbard.

» Sandi Goslee presented Chapter 4, which takes stock of the current transportation
system, including sidewalks, bike paths, transit, roadways, and freight movement. The
chapter emphasizes identifying gaps and safety issues in the system. She encouraged
attendees to provide feedback on the chapter, especially if they have suggestions for
analytical improvements or notice any missing information.

» Sandi discussed the existing sidewalk and bike path network in Rochester and other
cities in Olmsted County, noting gaps in the system and importance of addressing
these gaps for safety reasons.

« Sandi highlighted that Rochester has a fairly exte i etwork, but gaps
exist, particularly on major roadways and in ne urban subdivisions.

« Sandi emphasized the importance of sidewalks fi
cannot or choose not to drive to, for both recreatio

« Sandi pointed out that gaps in the sidewalk netwo
pedestrians and wheelchair users may have to enter tra eed to
limit these gaps.

« Sandi highlighted the transit system in Ro€hes ing fi tes, the link BRT,
and regional services. She also mentio : muter services
and the importance of accommodating'frei : e discussed the various
transit services in Rochester, includi i d primary transit
networks that support higher r i : . entioned the expansion
of regional services by com ich’have increased their
offerings due to higher de

» Sandi noted atial for

vices, particularly those previously
d to consider resources for re-establishing such

d size of vehicles and their ability to make
ided an overview of the roadway network, including

e also discussed the importance of maintaining roads

ent. She explained the different types of roadway

function and surrounding land uses, as well as the
ownership by va vernmental entities. She noted that most roadways under the
purview of local and%state authorities are in good condition, but some require
maintenance and fixing.

« Sandi mentioned that most bridges in the area are in good condition, with only a few
in poor shape. She emphasized the importance of monitoring bridge conditions to
ensure safety. She reported that most bridges are in good condition, with only six in
poor shape, and only one of those six is under the Roco system. She emphasized the
importance of monitoring bridge conditions to ensure safety and mentioned that there
are systems in place to keep track of bridge conditions.
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« Aviation and Freight: Sandy briefly discussed the role of aviation in the
transportation system and the importance of ensuring roads can handle truck traffic
for freight movement. She also noted that rail is not a significant factor in the area.
She mentioned that while aviation is not under their control, it is important to ensure
that roads can handle the traffic to and from the airport, including cargo movement.
She reiterated the importance of maintaining roads to handle truck traffic for freight
movement, ensuring they meet standards for weight and size.

« Regional Transit and Commuter Services: Sandi discussed the potential for
regional transit and commuter services, mentioning on gaging experiments with
different bus companies and the interest in expandi es to benefit the
community. She discussed ongoing experiments companies, such as
Ready Auto Lacrosse, to provide commuter servi employees and
potentially other citizens. She noted an interest i
commuter services to benefit the community, inclu t Mayo Clinic
or other local employers. She mentioned past effo
Together to establish regional transportation, which face ' ut still
have ongoing interest and potential for future

He noted that the data is still being co
identified corridors with congesti ‘ previous studies and
ongoing data collection. He e ' onitoring these corridors
for future projects.
« Performance Measures: i ance measures required by
federal law g S onditions, travel time, and transit

ADJOURNME

Mr. Miller moved to adja
adjourned at 1:15 p.m.

meeting. Mr. Mueller seconded the motion. The meeting

Diana Connelly, ROCOG Chair

Allison Sosa, ROCOG Executive Director
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